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" This/' he said in loud, clear tones : " this is what
you have striven after so long, even four years ago
when you wanted to surprise and carry me off by
night in my house, which .God Almighty did not
permit Now after all you have succeeded, that I
admit before God. But I also tell you before the
whole world, that the last articles are false, and that
what I said in prison, I said under torture and to
save my life."

lie wanted to add yet more, but the Lilbeckers
were afraid lest a tumult in his favour should arise
among the people. One of them urged Master Hans,
the hangman, to hurry on the execution. But the
hangman had a soul of mercy. He listened to
Wullemveber's praj'er, " I have but a short while
left. Let rne say two or three words more, then I
will gladly die." And yet again he repeated, taking
Almighty God to witness, that he had in no respect
failed in his duty or his obligations to the town of
Liibeck ; that he was no thief, no traitor! Then as
though he had done with his conscience, with the
world, he sank upon his knee, and bent his head
to receive his death-blow. Master Hans severed the
noble head from its trunk with one sharp blow. The
body was then quartered and torn to little pieces
on the wheel.

So perished the last great Hanseatic hero and with
him the liansa's power. At that time, so great was
the fear of his foes, so blindly prejudiced the masses,
that no one ventured to speak a good word for the
dead man. But that all did not think that he had
suffered justly is made manifest by a few little